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(abominable to the degree of prohibition). This kind is
nearer to the haram, that is, its commission results in de-
privation of the privilege of intercession and in other
disadvantages, excepting punishment in fire. Muhammad
Ibn al-Hasan considers this kind as identical with the
following one. In his view, an act is haram, whose omis-
sion is based on evidence of which there is no doubt, other-
wise it is makruh karahat-al-tahrlm.'1

(6) The haram, (prohibited) or mahzur, is the act whose
commission is punished and omission rewarded.

The rigor of the above prescriptions is subject, as already
hinted, to the softening influence of the rukhsah, which
according to Ibn 'Abbas, is an alms of God which one must
not refuse.2 For instance, if a Mohammedan is compelled
to deny his faith, he is permitted to do so, although the
'azimah would be for him to persist in his faith until death.
The excuse in this case is the right of a person to
live. In certain cases, it is even obligatory to make use of
the benefit of rukhsah, while in others it is only commend-
able (mandub) or indifferent (mubah}. An example of
the first case would be to eat a dead corpse, when on the
point of starvation. An example of the second, would be
to reduce the length of prayer during a journey, and of the
third, to break fast while journeying.

With reference to the performance of the preceding vari-
ous categories of prescriptions, the following distinctions
have made made :

(1)   Ada' is the performance of the obligation per se
(fayn), whether or not a time has been specified in the re-
vealed sources for its performance.

(2)  Qada* is the performance of a similar (mithl) obli-
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